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never forgave the Russian foreign minister.8 The incident
led to cooler relations between Berlin and St. Petersburg
but cannot be said to have really destroyed the League of
the Three Emperors, since Alexander II and William I still
remained close personal friends.
THE NEAK EASTERN CRISIS, 1875-1878
Another event in 1875 which threatened the harmony of
the League of the Three Emperors was1 the outbreak of a
new and prolonged crisis in the Balkans. The progressive
dissolution of the Sick Man of Europe and the outrages
committed by his savage soldiers on his long-suffering Chris-
tian subjects led Russia again to consider the possibility of
his demise. In Herzegovina the cruelty of the land-owning
aristocracy, a large part of whom were of Serb blood but
who had become converted to Mohammedanism in order to
live on better terms with the Turkish rulers, caused an up-
rising of the unhappy Christian peasantry in July, 1875.
The uprising spread rapidly into Bosnia. It awoke the
fanatical sympathy of Serb brethren in Austria-Hungary
and the neighboring principality of Serbia. On account
of the mountainous nature of the region and the inefficiency
of the Sultan's government, the Turks seemed powerless to
suppress the revolt. Russia and Austria were at once brought
face to face again in their old rivalry over Balkan interests,
Bismarck now had the difficult task during the next fifteen
years of preventing this rivalry from causing a rupture
between the two Powers whom he wished to have as friends
Bismarck, Reflections and Reminiscences, ch, xxvi: "I re-
proached Prince Gorchakov sharply. It was not, I said, a friendly part
suddenly and unexpectedly to jump on the back of a trustful and unsus-
pecting friend, and get up a circus performance at his cost; proceedings of
this kind between us, who were the directing ministers, could only injure
the two monarchies and states. If he was anxious to be applauded in
Paris, he need not on that account injure our relations with Russia; I
was quite ready to assist him and have five-franc pieces struck at Berlin,
with the inscription Gorchakov protege to France"

